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This orchestra
starts with swing,

then goes

By Gloria A. Hoffner
INQUIRER SUBURBAN STAFF

DREXEL HILL — With a
strong downbeat, John Hoey
kicked off a night of classic
swing-era tunes by opening
with a rousing drum solo on
“Sing, Sing, Sing.”

Hoey, who has been hitting
the sticks since he was 3, start-
ed the John Hoey Orchestra 10
years ago. After playing in high
school and college bands, Hoey
began a teaching career, but the
pull of music was too strong to
stay away.

“I didn’t want a teaching de-
gree in music because, for most
people, that means they end up
teaching music, and I wanted to
make music. I earned a degree
in religious studies with a mi-
nor in theater,” Hoey said.

“I taught at St. Elizabeth High
School in Wilmington for two
years, and I loved the kids. I
just felt I wasn’t done playing
music yet, and I could not do
both.”

The 11-member John Hoey Or-
chestra performs about 80
dates a year at locations up and
down the East Coast, treating
audiences of 20-somethings,
boomers and seniors to a mix of
big band and some classic
1960s and 1970s

beyond

casionally, teaching full time be-
fore becoming a full-time drum-
mer and bandleader.

The John Hoey Orchestra’s
male singer, Rick Anthony, also
has zigged and zagged in and
out of music.

Anthony, 42, of Chester
Springs, grew up in Drexel Hill
as a member of a musical fami-
ly. He sang as a student at Car-
dinal O’Hara High School and
later at St. Joseph’s University.

Anthony was singing part-
time with an Atlantic City band,
but as he completed his degree
in labor relations and market-
ing, he was faced with a life-
changing decision.

“Graduation was coming up,
and I said to myself, ‘Do I want
to wear a shirt and tie or be a
musician and wait tables?” ” he
said.

He decided on the suit and
tie. As marketing director for
AON Consulting in Conshohock-
en, Anthony was living a good
life with a wife and four chil-
dren.

Then in 1996, he was attend-
ing an event featuring the John
Hoey Orchestra, and at the urg-
ing of friends, Anthony sang a
few songs. Asked to join the Or-
chestra, Anthony kept his full-

time job and accept-

rock-and-roll horn John Hoey ed the singing gig.
style. Orchestra “I love to sing. I've
members have a Started the been a Sinatra fan

rich resume, includ-
ing playing for the
Philly Pops, the
Glenn Miller Or-
chestra, and Frank
Sinatra Jr.

Hoey, 39, grew up
and still lives in Drexel Hill,
where he is the youngest of five
siblings — all musicians follow-
ing in the footsteps of their fa-
ther, James Hoey, a former
member of the Young Stars
String Band.

After playing drums for Up-
per Darby Summer Stage, a
community youth theater, Hoey
played with a band, Chameleon,
while attending Monsignor Bon-
ner High School in Drexel Hill.

After college, Hoey played oc-

group because
he wanted to
make music,
not teach it.

since age 5. In col-
lege, people thought
I was strange be-
cause I drove
around with Sinatra
playing on the car ra-
dio,” Anthony said.
During a recent concert at the
Upper Darby Performing Arts
Center, about 300 people turned
out to hear the orchestra — de-
spite a threatening snowstorm.
They were treated to Antho-
ny’s warm, deep voice filling
the room with “Saturday Night
Is the Loneliest Night of the
Week” and “Embraceable You.”
Audience members eased back
and relaxed in their seats as the
orchestra performed “Where or
When” and “Stardust.” After in-
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The John Hoey Orchestra performs with vocalist Rick Anthony (at center, in white suit). They played at the Upper Darby Performing Arts
Center on Valentine’s Day. John Hoey started the orchestra 10 years ago because he wanted to make music, not just teach it.

termission, the orchestra mem-
bers changed from tuxedos to
zoot suits, suspenders and wide
ties and turned up the beat with
jitterbug tunes including “In the
Mood” and “String of Pearls.”

Jonas and Rachel Anderson of
New Haven, Conn., came to Dela-
ware County to visit friends.
They learned of the orchestra on
the Internet and attended the
Upper Darby concert.

“We like to dance. We like big
band music,” Jonas Anderson
said.

Rachel added, “This band is
really great. Tonight is a lot of
fun.”

The orchestra’s perfect cre-
scendo on the ballad “Young at
Heart” swept across the audi-
ence like a warm blanket on the
cold winter night, reminding se-
niors of their youth and trans-
porting younger audience mem-
bers to another time.

Anthony’s soothing voice on
the romantic classic “All or Noth-
ing at All” rounded out a perfect
night of entertainment, said Har-
ry Dietzler, executive and artis-
tic director of the Upper Darby
Performing Arts Center.

“I've known John since he

was 13 years old and auditioned
for Summer Stage,” Dietzler
said. “I remember asking him,
‘Are you any good? He said,

‘Yes, I am.” He was right.”

Contact Gloria A. Hoffner at
610-313-8006 or
gloriah@phillynews.com.

John Hoey
Orchestra

B The John Hoey
Orchestra will perform at 8
p.m. March 8 at the
McGonigle Memorial
Scholarship Beef ‘n Beer
at Monsignor Bonner High
School, 403 N. Lansdowne
Ave., Drexel Hill. The
school’'s Web site is
www.bonnerhigh.com.
Tickets, at the door and in
advance, cost $30. For
information about the
event, call 610-459-5225.
M For information about
the John Hoey Orchestra,
call 610-622-6213 or check
www.hoeyorch.com.

John Hoey plays the drums at his orchestra’s recent concert in Upper
Darby. The orchestra plays both big-band tunes and rock music.

Guest Speaker, Brian Steltz, R.Ph.
Wed. February 26, 2003-> 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm

Medication and
Alzheimer’s Disease

f;
Arden Courts®

Alzheimer's Ausiated Living

620 West Valley Forge Road
King of Prussia, PA 19406

—> There seems to be new advancements in the
development of new medication treatments for
Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias occurring
all of the time. It can be hard for caregivers to keep
up with all of these new developments in order to
provide the best care possible for your loved one.
And, caregivers need to be aware that if your loved
one takes these medicines, that they will not cause
an adverse reaction. Brian Steltz is the owner and
pharmacist at King of Prussia Pharmacy and
Medical Supply. During this seminar, Brian Steltz

will discuss:

What is Alzheimer’s disease?
The latest information in new medications for

Alzheimer’s

* How these new medicines interact on
individuals with Alzheimer’s and their
possible side effects

e What is the best course of treatment for

individuals with Alzheimer’s disease?

Caregiving
Seminar

Join us for this special seminar. Seating is
limited, so make your reservation early. Adult
day care will be provided by qualified staff.
Please ask about this service when making
your reservation. A complimentary light
dinner will be served.

> Call 610-337-1214
for reservations.

Locations in King of Prussia,
Warminster Twp. and Yardley

e

IS HERE IN DEVON.

Our new Devon office joins our 23 other offices,
including Gladwyne, Ardmore, Exton and three
locations in Center City.

ENJOY THESE SPECIAL BONUSES WHEN YOU
BANK WITH FIRSTRUST IN DEVON:

m 4.74% APR on a 5-year fixed rate home
equity loan guaranteed for 30 days*

m Free FirstPay®™ online bill pay

m Free VISA® Check Card with no annual fee
m Totally free checking

m Free first year rental of safe deposit box

m Free residential mortgage pre-qualification

FERSTRUSTBANK

SINCE 1934

133 Lancaster Avenue
(Opposite Waterloo Gardens)
610-688-8500

LENDER

Member FDIC
firstrust.com

*If Firstrust Bank reduces interest rates on new fixed rate home equity loans with a similar term, amount and collateral value to your home equity loan within 30 days of the date
of the closing of your loan, we will automatically reduce your interest rate to the new lower rate an the first day of the next manth following the day we announce the change in
interest rates. When we reduce your interest rate, we will also reduce the amount of your monthly payments so that your loan is repaid over the same term with the same payment
dates as originally scheduled. If your interest rate is reduced, you will receive a letter advising you of your new interest rate and monthly payment. This offer only applies to fixed
rate home equity loans closed an or after January 26, 2003. Automatic payment from a Firstrust Bank deposit account is required to receive the rate reduction guaranty. For a
$25,000 five-year loan, the monthly payment would be $468.81 and assumes a checking account relationship with direct depasit of payroll, pension or social security and automatic
loan payment from the Firstrust checking account. Annual Percentage Rate APR) is increased by 1.00% without direct deposit and 0.50% without automatic payment. Minimum of
$25,000 for no closing costs offer. If loan is repaid within 36 months, a penalty of $250 will be assessed. Homeowner's insurance required; and title insurance may be required for
loan amounts greater than $100,000. Rate available ta new loan customers. Existing hame equity loan/line customers not eligible. Loan must be secured by the primary residence.
FirstPay** online bill pay free through 9/30/04. VISA” Check Card free through 9/30/04. Limited to 15 free withdrawals per statement period. Other financial institutions may impose
a fee for use of their ATM. FirstCheck®, FirstCheck 50* and FirstClass accounts only will be free of manthly account maintenance charge for ane year from date of account opening.
A $100 minimum opening deposit is required for all checking accounts. All other terms and conditions of accounts apply. Offer subject to availability. Safe deposit box offer applies
to a standard size box or equal value credit toward the rental of a larger size box. Firstrust Bank reserves the right to revise or rescind these offers at anytime. May not be combined
with any other offer.

OFFERS AVAILABLE TO CUSTOMERS WHO LIVE OR WORK IN THE DEVON AREA.




